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1. Formato e duración 
A proba  consta dun texto seguido das cinco preguntas das que consta o exame, sempre referi-
das ao texto precedente. Todas as preguntas deben ser contestadas en inglés. Cada pregunta le-
va indicada a súa puntuación. As preguntas segunda, terceira e cuarta subdivídense en aparta-
dos: neste caso indícase a puntuación de cada apartado. 

A duración do exercicio é dunha hora. 

2. Exercicio 

Read the text below and then answer the questions in English 

November the 5th is not a public holiday in Britain, but it has always been one of the most 
important days of the year for children. On November the 5th 1605, as King James I was taking 
hard measures against Catholics, a man called Guy Fawkes tried to put an end to this situation 
by blowing up the Houses of Parliament when the king was going to open it and all the 
members would be present. 

In fact Mr Fawkes and his accomplices had managed to get to the cellars of the Houses and 
accumulate there a large quantity of explosives. But unfortunately for him, the plan was 
discovered and when everything was ready he was arrested on November the 4th and 
condemned to be hanged. 

Ever since then, November the 5th has been celebrated with bonfires, fireworks and other 
incendiary devices. All over the country, children collect dead branches and old pieces of wood 
for several weeks before the event, and make a great pile of inflammable material on any 
available piece of land. As the great day approaches, toyshops, newspaper shops and others 
begin to display boxes of fireworks – bangers, Roman candles, pinwheels, and so on- which 
children have to persuade their parents to buy. At the same time, the youngsters usually push an 
old pram along the streets with a sort of “guy” inside, and ask the passers-by for money, saying 
“Spare a penny for the guy”, with their faces blackened. And finally, as it gets dark on the 
evening of the 5th the fire is lit and an effigy of Guy Fawkes –made of old clothes stuffed with 
newspapers- is thrown into the fire. Then the sky is lit with a million lights, and the noise of 
explosions becomes deafening. Meanwhile, potatoes and chestnuts are roasted in the fire. 

 

Pregunta 1  

[1,00 mark] 

What is the text about?  
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Pregunta 2  

[2,00 marks: 0,50 marks each] 

Answer the following questions about the text: 

 a) What was Guy Fawkes’ plan? 

 b) Did Guy Fawkes succeed in his attempt? Why? 

 c) What do children do during the days before November the 5th? 

 d) What are parents expected to do for their children on the occasion?  

 

Pregunta 3  

[2,00 marks: 1,00 mark each] 

Explain in English the meaning of the following words: 

 a) Youngsters. 

 b) Bonfire. 

 

Pregunta 4  

[2,00 marks: 1,00 mark each] 

Complete the following sentences using information contained in the text: 

 a) If Guy Fawkes hadn’t been arrested, he ......................................... 

 b) Dead branches and old pieces of wood ............................. by children for several weeks. 

 

Pregunta 5  

[3,00 marks] 

Does the story remind you of any similar situation or celebration? Write a text about a 
traditional celebration in Galicia or any other part of Spain (80 words). 
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3. Solución completa con pautas de co-
rrección e de puntuación 

Pregunta 1 

[1,00 punto] 

 Débese expresar en poucas liñas cales son as ideas principais que o texto pretende transmitir 
ao lector. Valorarase a capacidade de síntese e a propiedade expresiva.  

Pregunta 2 

[2,00 puntos] 

 a) Guy Fawkes’ plan was to blow up the Houses of Parliament when the King and all the 
members would be there. [0,5 puntos] 

 b) Guy Fawkes’ didn’t succeed in his attempt because his plan was discovered and he was 
arrested. [0,5 puntos] 

 c) They collect dead branches and old pieces of wood. [0,5 puntos] 

 d) Children expect their parents to buy them fireworks. [0,5 puntos] 

Pregunta 3 

[2,00 puntos] 

 a) young people or children. [1 punto] 

 b) a fire that is made outdoors (to burn rubbish or as part of a celebration). [1 punto] 

Pregunta 4 

[2,00 puntos] 

 a) If Guy Fawkes hadn’t been arrested, he would have blown/ could have blown the Houses 
of Parliament. [1 punto] 

 b) Dead branches and old pieces of wood are collected by children for several weeks. [1 pun-
to] 
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Pregunta 5 

[3,00 puntos] 

 Terase en conta a comprensión, expresión e corrección na escrita. O corrector valorará se o 
examinando é quen de comunicarse de forma efectiva, de modo que responda de xeito cohe-
rente, cunha ordenación lóxica na exposición de ideas, achegando variedade no uso do voca-
bulario, ao tempo que emprega unha expresión gramatical correcta nas respostas, de maneira 
que o lector obteña unha mensaxe adecuada á finalidade da composición.  

Penalizaranse: 

− Erros básicos ortográficos e gramaticais: ata 1,50 puntos. 

− Erros na estrutura das oracións: ata 0,50 puntos. 

− Transcricións literais de fragmentos do texto: ata 0,50 puntos. 

− Uso reiterativo de palabras ou estruturas, sen uso de parágrafos: ata 0,25 puntos. 

− Efecto negativo e confuso na mensaxe: ata 0,25 puntos. 

 


